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celebrant put the canonical question to the bride-
groom, his Majesty answered " with a smiling
face/' yea, and, taking his bride's hand, firmly
recited the usual pledge. Katharine, whatever her
inner feelings may have been, made a bright
and buxom bride, and from the first endeavoured,
as none of the other wives had done, to bring
together into some semblance of family life with
her the three children of her husband. Her reward
was that she was beloved and respected by all
of them; and Princess Mary, who was nearly her
own age, continued her constant companion and
friend.1
As she began so she remained; amiable, tactful,
and clever.   Throughout her life with Henry her
influence was  exerted wherever possible in favour
of concord, and I have not met with a single dis-
paraging  remark with regard to her, even from
those who in the last days of the King's life became
her political opponents.    Her character must have
been an exceedingly lovable one, and she evidently
knew to perfection how to manage men by humour-
ing their weak points.   She could be firm, too, on
occasions where an injustice had to be remedied.
A story is told of her in connection with her brother
Parr, Earl of Essex, in the Chronicle of Henry VIII.,
which, so far as I know, has not been related by
any other historian of the reign.
Parr fell in love with Lord Cobham's daughter,
i The author of the Chronicle of Henry VIIL thus portrays Katharine's
character : " She was quieter than any of the young1 wives the King: had,
and as she knew more of the world she always got on pleasantly with the
King and had no caprices. She had much honour to Lady Mary and
the wives of the nobles, but she kept her ladies very stricdy, . . . The
- was very well satisfied with her/'